
Science Communication and Public 
Engagement in STI

1

Dr. Barbara Mugwanya Zawedde

Director of Research, NARO

Chairperson, NARO IBC

Annual National Biosafety Forum, 21st June 2022



Outline

• Why STI Communication?

• Considerations of Science Communication

• Styles of Science Communication

• Spectrum of Public Engagement

• Lessons learnt from COVID-19 Pandemic

• Effective Science Communication Plan



Why STI Communication?

https://accelopment.com/



Considerations of Science Communication



Styles of Science Communication 



Communication vs Public Engagement

and buy-in 



How for Public Engagement 



Edinburgh Beltane, Open minds 



Lessons learnt from COVID-19 Pandemic

Challenges: 72% of scientific publications are not available in open access; predatory journals



Science is dynamic

OCED: Science-advice-COVID



Speedy science reduces 
certainty of the results

Other Lessons learnt from COVID-19 Pandemic

Correlation does not equate to 
causation

Importance of continuous risk 
assessment



Fake news and Information overload



Role of Fact checking



Engagement of Media Practitioners & influencers

• Organize continuous trainings and/or 
update sessions with journalists and 
social media influencers

• Support frequent engagements between 
scientists and journalists and influencers

• Allocate substantial budgets for science 
communication and advocacy



Seeing-is-believing activities for  media and influencers



Exhibitions and information sharing



Youth engagement 



Effective Science Communication Plan
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